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DUIRSULIC ALUYED ULILY LLIE DIOCK, 10U Introduce yourself and start )
/ a conversation. It turns out that your new neighbor’s workplace is O% @
not far from yours. He asks you if he can catch a ride with you, oo/
and you magnanimously say yes. After all, you enjoy doing chessed, “k
don't you? This goes on day after day and week after week. The Q]_,Ff O"J

neighbor rides to work with you. He doesn’t offer to take his car
once in a while. He doesn't offer to pay for gas or tolls. He doesn't
even offer to drive a little. You begin to feel upset. Perhaps, you tell
yourself, he is planning to give you a mishioach manos to end all

mishloach manos. Perhaps, you jokingly tell yourself, he is planning .
o0 (15

to give you a new car. Then Purim comes, and he shows up at the !
door with a pineapple and a bottle of wine.
Now you are really upset. You are angry. You feel he has taken 11 -ningh i -Th LD RS (33)
advantage of you, that he has really taken you for a ride, You feel =~ 0¥ 9373 -
like a schmatta, a worthless rag. You are sorry that you ever offered ~ "1_N?W _TRY] v snuh o ouimy
him a ride in the first place. B *¥ Toyn by ™3 738 137 nopan
1,) If, however, you loved chessed for its own sake, if you felt a T by oy W 5oByg 1oy
need to do chessed for the benefits it brings to you, you would . b moypr w8y nm
not be resentful. True, this neighbor really needs some serious - YT (33,03 Pwaw) "n‘ma U g
tutoring in mentschlichkeit. But that is a different matter alto- urn'm‘.' OvIRY 00,70 0w) 2 1Y vhy
gether. It has nothing to do with you. You did the chessed, and
you gained from it. No one took you for a ride! You got what
you needed from the acts of kindness you did for that ungrateful
neighbor. You are not a patsy.
%) Let us take a look at the other famous chessed story in the Torah.
Avraham sends Eliezer to find a wife for Yitzchak. He comes to
Charan with his camels and parks them near the common well. He
is looking for a girl who loves to do chessed, So he makes a sign for

himself. If a girl comes along and offers to give him water to d inilh
and for his camels as well, she is the one for Yitzchak. And Ri ;
comes along and gives him water and also provides for his cam'
She runs back and forth filling her jug with water again and aga‘
until she is sure ajl have had their fl],
Y ) Allthese grown men, Eliezer and his servants, are sitting aroun 2
near the well, and a young girl is running back and forth and brings

ing water to the camels until they have had their fill. Now, kee

storage tanks of water. So you can imagine how many times shest
had to refill her jug in order to give the camels all the water theyre-f- ]
quired. And Eliezer and his servants don’t lift a finger to help her,
How does that look to you? Why didn't Rivkah get upset? “Lis
ten, 'm more than happy to help you, she should have said. “Bu;:
I'm a young girl, and this is a little hard for me. The least you could 5
do is help a little. Here are the pitchers. You take a couple of turris J
flling them up”” That's what she should have said. But she didn't. *"“'"
¢ Why not? '
Because she loved doing chessed. It was for herseif. It made de hes. 4
feel alive and invigorated. It made her soul tingle with life. So she :
wasn't really concerned about what Eliezer and his servants were 4
doingShe was perfectly willing to do it all herself without any help -
~ Of even a thank you. This convinced Eliezer that she was the w1fe :
/C) destined for Yitzchak, becausc this was the kind of love of chessed
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